Students of the Film and Television Institute of India have been on a strike for the past 56 days. We were 
compelled to take this stand after we learnt of the newly appointed FTII Society which is the apex 
steering body that guides the vision of the institute. The appointees were found to be unsuitable for these 
posts on grounds of their academic credentials and artistic achievements. Also, the society’s composition 
is tilted towards a single political ideology. As students of art we ask for a more plural perspective and 
imagination. 


The protest of the students has resonated with students, artists, film makers, cultural organizations, civil 
rights and political groups across the country who have openly come out in support of the students at 
FTII. Protests have reached the streets of Delhi, Kolkata, Bangalore, Calicut, Kochi and support for the 
strike keeps pouring in from all centers every day. International students, alarmed at the developments, 
have starting writing in their support. After much vocal protest both within and outside campus, the 
government, more precisely the Information & Broadcasting ministry has agreed to talk to us. 


However, the authorities have responded to the protest with irresponsible, threatening statements and arm 
twisting tactics like blocking of the students social media platforms so that they are unable to reach out to 
more number of people. Political parties speaking and resonating our concerns has put the Government in 
a convenient position on terming the protests as “politically motivated”/”"motivated by outsiders”. 
Irrespective of which, support is growing everyday despite contradictory messages going out from the 
mainstream media. 


This resistance has brought into focus the worrying trend of brazen political high handedness regarding 
appointments in critical positions at institutions of higher learning. 


When looked through the lens of the recent appointments at institutions like NFDC, CFSI and CBFC , the 
resistance of students at FTI becomes even more pertinent and important .The protest is fast becoming a 
banner for all those who are concerned at the inevitable throttling of independent and non conformist 
voices which these institutions are meant to cultivate and encourage . It is of utmost importance that we 
recognize the true spirit and potential of the this strike towards galvanizing the struggle to preserve the 
multiciplity of our cultural and artistic expression which is under relentless threat of “ One India, One 
Vision”. 


In spite of highlighting our specific concerns FTII is being subjected to a systematic campaign of 
character assassination aimed at belittling it to a point of irrelevance where it is conducive for the 
government to eventually privatize /disinvest the esteemed institution on ground of efficiency and self 
sustenance. It has been unsuccessfully attempted by past governments as well and hopefully this time the 
country will also be able to articulate the importance of such institutions for encouraging free thought and 
expression. 


The brave struggle of the students in the face of hostile authorities is necessary but insufficient in itself for 
generating a larger public discourse and opinion. Our strike is an attempt to recognize and voice the 
concern for preserving the universal tenets of freedom of thought, expression, non conformism, and the 
right to dissent — something which FTII has stood for and epitomized over the past 55 years. 
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